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North Augusta Elementary School  
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Attendance 
School Hours 

First Bell 7:30 

Tardy if not in class at 7:30 

Dismissal 2:30 

 
Attendance Policy 
      State law requires all children between the ages of five and 17 attend a public or private 

school or kindergarten.  A parent whose child or ward is not six years old on or before 

September 1st of the school year may waive kindergarten attendance for his/her child. 

Excellent attendance each day, all day, is necessary for progress in school. Something important 

is missed whenever a child is absent. A parent written note or medical documentation must be 

received within 5 days of the �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�H�W�X�U�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H and contain the following: 

�x Student's name 

�x Teacher's name 

�x Date of the absence 

�x Brief reason for the absence 

�x Signature of the parent or guardian 

     If the excuse is not received within five days, the student will automatically receive an 
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inappropriate pictures, messages or slogans may not be worn as well as headwear, (hats, do-rags, 

scarves etc.) may not be worn at any time in the building. Parents will be called to pick up 

students or bring a change of clothing for those who are not appropriately dressed. Students who 
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NAMES YOU HAVE PLACED ON THE REGISTRATION CARD WILL BE ALLOWED 
TO CHECK YOUR CHILD OUT FROM SCHOOL.  
 
 
Emergency School Closing 
 When weather or other conditions mean schools may not open or may be closed in the 

middle of the day, please tune in to local radio or television stations. 

In case of inclement weather, a decision to close schools for that day will be made by 6:30 am. 

The stations will be notified immediately.  Parents will receive notification by telephone contact 

from the district calling alert system.  
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 All car riders, walkers, and bicycle riders should enter either through the double doors that 

enter the commons area next to the kindergarten pod or through the P.E. room. 

 Upon entering the building, students should report immediately to their respective pods 

with the assistance of the safety patrol or to the cafeteria if they are eating breakfast. 

 
Dismissal-Car Line 
 Second, third, fourth and fifth grade car riders should exit the building through the P.E. 

room each afternoon.  Cars should have a YELLOW card displayed in the window with the 

names of the student(s) written on the front of it in order to pick up the children in the back car 

line.    Kindergarten and first graders will be dismissed at the front of the building. Cars should 

have a BLUE card displayed in the window with the names of the student(s) written on the front 

of it in order to pick up the children in front car line.  Second, third, fourth, and fifth graders who 

ride with someone picking up a kindergartner or first grader will be allowed to exit at the front of 

the building.  You MUST have your blue or yellow card displayed in your car window in order 

to pick up your child in either car line.  If you need additional cards for babysitters, grandparents, 

please pick them up in the office. 

 

Traffic Procedures 
     The faculty and staff of North Augusta Elementary are constantly striving to improve our 

traffic situation at arrival and dismissal times.  By adhering to the following procedures we hope 

to make the parents better informed and thus able to maneuver in and out of traffic in a safer and 

more expedient manner. Although your child may ride a bus, please review these procedures so 

that you will be better informed. 

 

1. Parents should not smoke cigarettes or talk on their cell phone when in the car line. 

2. Please use PATIENCE.   Please keep in mind that over 700 students are entering and exiting 

our building each day.  Some wait time is inevitable. 

3. Students must remain on the sidewalk. 

4. Individuals must cross at the designated crosswalk.  Adults must accompany students when 

crossing the crosswalk. 

5. Parents must not drop off student in the parking lot.  Students must be dropped off in the car 

line. 

6. Parents should drive as close as possible to the curb when dropping off or picking up 

students.  (If parents drive close to the curb, then our safety patrols will not have to step into 

the road.)   Students are asked to walk behind the patrols, staying away from the curb.  

7. Educate your child.  Talk to him/her about the importance of traffic safety. 

8. Pay attention to safety signs. 

9. Students should be ready to get out of their car upon arrival at school.  (Bookbags, 

lunchboxes, etc., should be gathered up before you reach the safety patrol.)
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14. �3�O�H�D�V�H���S�O�D�F�H���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���D�Q�G���J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O�����L�Q���O�D�U�J�H���G�D�U�N���O�H�W�W�H�U�V�����R�Q���\�R�X�U���I�U�R�Q�W���G�U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V��
side window for afternoon pickup. Car line cards to place on your dashboard are available in 

the front office. 

15. Each pole is numbered in our traffic circle.  Please drive to the number that is called out in 

the afternoon.  Please remind your child to be on the lookout for their car.  

16. Parents are not permitted to walk up to the waiting students in the carline and collect them 

from the holding area.  All parents must remain in their vehicle in the car line to collect their 

children.  This is for the safety and security of our students. 

17. Students must be picked up in car line  by 2:45 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
Money 
 All money sent to school should be placed in a sealed envelope and the following 

information should be written on the outside: 

 �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V Name & Homeroom 
 Amount enclosed 
 Purpose of the money 
 
 Immediately upon arrival to school, students should give the money to their teacher. All 

money should be the exact amount. Lunch money should be given immediately to the cafeteria 

personnel.  Please do not allow your child to bring extra money to school.  Money cannot be 
accepted after 10:00AM .  All fees can be paid online through the school�¶s website. 

  

Returned Checks 
 We no longer handle returned checks through our schools. Unfortunately the increase of 

returned checks has become too substantial for us to maintain that we have acquired an outside 

service to assist in this matter.  Therefore in the future, any returned checks will be handled 

through our new service, Envision Payment Solutions.  

 
Student Sales 
 Students will not be permitted to sell items at school. Door-to-door fund raising by students 

in activities sponsored by the school, or by a school-related organization in w 82 792 re
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Visitors 
 We welcome all parents and members of the community to visit the school.  However, for 

security reasons all visitors must be logged into the HALLPASS system before going to any 

other part of the building or school grounds and identification may be requested for verification.  

This is for the protection of all children.  Also, classes observe a 90 minute uninterrupted literacy 

block and classroom visits are not permitted at that time.  If you should need to make a special 

request in regard to visiting the school, please feel free to contact the principal, Patricia Wilson.  

She will make appropriate arrangements for the visit.  Special visitation days will be announced 

throughout the year. 

 
Volunteers 
  Each year many parent and community residents assist in the instructional and operational 

programs not only by volunteering their time to work in the school, but also by sharing their 

special areas of expertise in the classroom.  Please contact the school if you are interested in 

serving as a volunteer either regularly or on special occasions.   All volunteers and field trip 

chaperones must attend a volunteer training annually.  This training is offered monthly by our 

school guidance counselor.  For security reasons all volunteers must stop by the office and obtain 

�D���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�¶�V���E�D�G�J�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q, additionally some volunteers will be 

required to undergo a background check. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Screening Notification 
 This is to notify parents of the screening programs within the Aiken County Public Schools. 

The area of screening and students to be screened include:  

�x Speech/Language �± Students who have been referred to the Speech Therapist by parent, 

teacher, or administrator, and all students who are new to our district will be screened 

upon parental permission.  The areas of screening will focus on one or more of the 

following: Oral Motor Examination, Voice, Fluency, Articulation and Receptive, 

Expressive and/or Pragmatic Language Skills.  Referrals may be submitted to the Speech 

Therapist at any time during the school year. 

�x Hearing �± All kindergarten, first, second, third grade students, new students, referrals, 

and high risk students who have medical problems associated with hearing impairment or 

who failed the re-screening the previous year.  

�x Vision �± All kindergarten, first, second, third, and fifth grade students.  

�x The goal is to identify those students in the above areas so that immediate 

action/intervention is implemented. Parents will be notified if a student is recommended 

for further evaluation in speech/language. If a student fails the hearing or vision re-

screening, parents will receive a letter.  
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Instruction in Gifted and Talented Educational Program classes exceeds the state standards 

for each grade level through a special class designated model in grades 3 �± 12. Students in grades 

3-5 are served through the special class model. Math coursework is accelerated in grades four and 

five. Advanced and Honors courses are available for GT students in the middle schools, and 

Honors, Dual Enrollment, and Advanced Placement courses are used to serve GT students in the 

high schools. Artistically gifted students must apply for the Gateway program during the school 

year and complete the interview and audition process in the spring. This summer program serves 

newly qualified and previously qualified students.  

 

The Aiken County Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of ethnic or 

racial background, religious beliefs, sex, disability, economic or social conditions, alienage, 

national origin, immigrant status (except as limited or restricted by certain visa qualifications set 

forth in federal law) or by English-speaking status in, or employment in, its programs and 

activities. Inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies should be made to the Chief Officer 

of Administration (641-2420). For more information on the Gifted and Talented Educational 

Program, contact your school principal or the Office of Federal Programs (641-2403).

 

Grading System 
 Student performance should be evaluated based on state grade-�O�H�Y�H�O���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����,�(�3�¶�V����
textbook and teacher-made tests, and other available methods.  Student conduct shall be 



 

13 

B   80 - 89 

C   70 - 79 

D   60 - 69 

F   Below 60 

 
Honor Roll 
An honor roll list will be prepared at the end of each nine weeks.  To qualify for the honor roll a 

student must have: 

 

�³�$�´���+�R�Q�R�U���5�R�O�O��- A grade of 90 
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Promotion and Retention of Students (Policy IKE) 
 To be promoted, a student must satisfactorily complete the minimum criteria established by 

the State Board of Education as mandated by the Accountability Act of 1998.  Promotion to the 

next level of work or retention in the same grade or subject level shall be the cooperative 

recommendation of the teacher and principal. 

 

Reading and math proficiency will be determined by state assessments, mastery tests, teacher-

made tests, and samples of assigned work. In addition, other objective measures may be utilized. 
 

 

 
 

  Promotion criteria   
 

 

 

  The following criteria will apply for promotion considerations for all students in grades one 

through eight. 
 

 

 

 

  �‡   Grade One - Successful completion of grade one reading and math skills and significant 

improvement in reading and math based on objective measures. 
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4. Avoid damage to seats, windows, or bus equipment. 

5. �)�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���E�X�V���G�U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

 

Bus Consequences 
1st Offense �± �7�K�L�V���L�V���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���E�H��

corrected if he/she is to remain a bus rider. 

2nd Offense �± Student is placed off of the bus for one day.  

3rd Offense �± Student is placed off the bus for three days.  

4th Offense �± Student is placed off the bus for five days.  

5th Offense �± Student is placed off the bus for ten days.   

 A copy of the write up and dates the student is off the bus will be given to your child to take 

home.  The student will not be allowed to return to riding the bus after the ten day bus 

suspension until a conference is held.  The parent is responsible for contacting the assistant 

principal to schedule the conference.  She will make arrangements for the bus driver and bus 

supervisor to attend the meeting. 

6th Offense �± Student is placed off the bus for the remainder of the school year. A copy of the 

write up will be given to your child to take home. 

 Parents will be contacted by an administrator or other school personnel if a bus suspension is 

given to a student. The discipline form will be given to the student. It will be the responsibility of 

the student to deliver the discipline form.  The parents should sign it and return it to the school. 

 Consequences will be followed unless the offense is of a nature that, in the judgment of the 

school official(s) warrants suspension or expulsion from riding the school bus. 

 If the misconduct is of such nature that the driver cannot finish the trip, he/she may return to 

school so that immediate contact may be made with �W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�U���K�H���V�K�H���P�D�\���V�W�R�S���W�R��
telephone the principal or the bus supervisor.   

 
 Riding the bus is a privilege not a right. When a student is suspended from riding the bus, 

it is the sole responsibility of the parent to transport the student to and from school.  The parent 
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Board Policies and Notices 
Internet Acceptable Use Policy 
(Internet and Other Electronic Media and On-Line Connections)





 

20 

 

 

 

   
Penalties for improper use 
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 �‡���������7�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�L�Q�J���R�I���V�X�F�K���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G����
district wide testing and, if so, a copy of the presentation may be made by the distance 

educational learning center and may be thereafter offered at a time to be set after such testing is 

completed.   

  

 �‡���������7�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H���V�S�H�H�F�K���D�V���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���K�L�V���K�H�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
plan, upon parental objection the teacher will provide an alternative assignment.   

  

 �‡���������7�K�D�W���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���O�H�J�D�O���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V���P�D�\���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���L�Q���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���E�H���H�[�F�X�V�H�G���I�U�R�P��
participation in such activities and supervision for alternative, appropriate activities will be made 

available.   

  

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���R�S�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���V�S�H�H�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\������
A single written request by a parent is required for this choice.           

 

Asbestos Management   
 This is to formally notify all parents and employees that the Aiken County Public School 

District is in compliance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) U.S. 

EPA Asbestos Containing Building Materials (ACBM) in schools, 30 CFR Part 763, October 30, 

1987. A Management Plan, which identifies and assesses the asbestos found in our facilities, has 

been prepared for each building.  

A copy of the Management Plan has been approved by the State Department of Health 

and Environmental Control and distributed to each school or administrative office. The public 

may view the Management Plan for each facility during normal operating hours by contacting 

the school office or administrative office. The Management Plan lists the planned response 

actions for the ACBM, which are currently in progress.  

 The entire school system was inspected for ACBM condition in October 1998, and found to 

be in compliance with AHERA regulations.  

 Any questions pertaining to the Management Plan may be directed to the Contract/ Property/ 

Environmental Specialist at (803) 641-2475.  

 

 


